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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN PRESS ON LIBYAN COUP 

1. ONLY REPORTING ON LIBYAN COUP IN CAIRO OF PRESS AUGUST 

20 IS REUTERS DISPATCH FROM BEIRUT (FRONT PAGE AHRAM) CITING 
NON-DENIAL OF COUP ATTEMPT BY PRO-LIBYAN LEBANESE PAPERS 
AS EVIDENCE SUPPORT PREVIOUS EGYPTIAN PRESS REPORTS OF 
ABORTIVE COUP. 

2. COMMENT: UNCLEAR YET WHETHER HEAVY PRESS COVERAGE OF 
SECRETARY'S MID-EAST TRIP (SEPTEL) HAS SIMPLY PRE-EMPTED NEWS 
OF LIBYAN INCIDENT, OR WHETHER SUDDEN LACK OF INTEREST 
INDICATIVE OF EGYPTIAN DECISION TO RECIPROCATE FOR RECENT 
CESSATION OF ANTI-EGYPTIAN PROPAGANDA IN LIBYAN MEDIA. 
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